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             FICTION 

 

Anna and Fin #1   Conviction        Denise Mina                   published 2019 

It’s just a normal morning when Anna's husband announces that he's leaving her for 

her best friend and taking their two daughters with him. With her safe, comfortable 

world shattered, Anna distracts herself with someone else's story: a true-crime 

podcast. That is until she recognises the name of one of the victims and becomes 

convinced that only she knows what really happened. With nothing left to lose, she 

throws herself into investigating the case. But little does she know, Anna's past and 

present lives are about to collide, sending everything she has worked so hard to 

achieve into freefall. 

 

                 BD 

 The Sympathizer #1     Le Sympathisant   Antoine Ozanam       pub 2015 

April 1975, Saigon is in chaos. At his villa, with the help of his trusted captain, a 

general of the South Vietnamese army is drawing up a list of those who will be given 

passage aboard the last flights out of the country. The general and his compatriots 

start a new life in Los Angeles, unaware that one among their number, the captain, 

is secretly observing and reporting on the group to a higher-up in the Viet Cong.  

The Sympathizer is the story of this captain: a man brought up by an absent French 

father and a poor Vietnamese mother, a man who went to university in America, but 

returned to Vietnam to fight for the Communist cause. A gripping spy novel, an astute 

exploration of extreme politics, and a moving love story. 

 

                  NON FICTION 

 

 

Close to Where the Heart Gives Out: A Year in the Life of an Orkney 
Doctor         Dr. Malcolm Alexander                                               published 2019 

In his forties, Malcolm gave up his job in Glasgow when a persistent seed that had 

been growing inside him started to bloom, disrupting the foundations of his life. When 

he saw the job advert, ‘ island doctor needed’, he applied immediately. What he didn’t 

anticipate was how much Orkney would affect his family, for better or worse. In 

stories that range from the humorous to the deeply moving, Malcolm describes what 

it’s like adjusting to life without modern conveniences and to the extreme – and 

constantly changing – weather; and what it means to be providing the best medical 

care to the local population with limited resources. 

https://www.goodreads.com/series/333197-anna-and-fin
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/54069.Denise_Mina
https://www.goodreads.com/series/329194-the-sympathizer
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1535328.Antoine_Ozanam
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/57245598.Dr_Malcolm_Alexander
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 YOUNG ADULT 

 

The Lesbiana's Guide to Catholic School  Sonora Reyes, Sonido Reyes                        
published 2022 

 A sharply funny and moving debut novel about a queer Mexican American girl 
navigating Catholic school, while falling in love and learning to celebrate her true 
self.                                                                                                                                                   
Sixteen-year-old Yamilet Flores prefers to be known for her killer eyeliner, not for 
being one of the only Mexican kids at her new, mostly white, very rich Catholic 
school. But at least here no one knows she’s gay, and Yami intends to keep it that 
way… 

 

Another Brooklyn     Jacqueline Woodson                         published 2016 

 1970 Brooklyn was a place where August and her friends believed that they were 
beautiful, talented, brilliant—a part of a future that belonged to them. 
But beneath the hopeful veneer, there was another Brooklyn, a dangerous place 
where grown men reached for innocent girls in dark hallways, where ghosts haunted 
the night, where mothers disappeared. A world where madness was just a sunset 
away and fathers found hope in religion. 

 

 

His Dark Materials #1  The Golden Compass    Philip Pullman   pub.1995 

Lyra is rushing to the cold, far North, where witch clans and armored bears rule. North, 

where the Gobblers take the children they steal--including her friend Roger. North, 

where her fearsome uncle Asriel is trying to build a bridge to a parallel world. 

Can one small girl make a difference in such great and terrible endeavors? 

 

His Dark Materials #2     The Subtle Knife   Philip Pullman published 1997 

Lost in a new world, Lyra finds Will—a boy on the run, a murderer—a worthy and 
welcome ally. For this is a world where soul-eating Specters stalk the streets and 
witches share the skies with troops of angels. Each is searching—Lyra for the 
meaning of Dark Matter, Will for his missing father—but what they find instead is a 
deadly secret, a knife of untold power. 

 

His Dark Materials #3  The Amber Spyglass    Philip Pullman     pub 2000 

Will is the bearer of the knife. Now, accompanied by angels, his task is to deliver 
that powerful, dangerous weapon to Lord Asriel - by the command of his dying 
father. But how can he go looking for Lord Asriel when Lyra is gone? Only with her 
help can he fathom the myriad plots and and intrigues that beset him. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/21286978.Sonora_Reyes
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/69084764.Sonido_Reyes
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/74640.Jacqueline_Woodson
https://www.goodreads.com/series/44427-his-dark-materials
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3618.Philip_Pullman
https://www.goodreads.com/series/44427-his-dark-materials
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3618.Philip_Pullman
https://www.goodreads.com/series/44427-his-dark-materials
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3618.Philip_Pullman
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              YOUNG ADULT 

 

A Monster Calls         Patrick Ness                                       published 2011 

The monster showed up just after midnight.  But it isn't the monster Conor's been 
expecting. He's been expecting the one from his nightmare, the one he's had 
nearly every night since his mother started her treatments, the one with the 
darkness and the wind and the screaming... This monster is something different. 
Something ancient, something wild. And it wants the most dangerous thing of all 
from Conor. It wants the truth… 

                     

 

YOUNG READERS 

   

 

 

Warriors: Dawn of the Clans #3     The First Battle         Erin Hunter    

published 2014                                                                                                                  

Since fleeing from Clear Sky's camp in the forest, Thunder has safely returned to 

settle on the moor with Gray Wing. But the rivalries that have plagued the cats for 

moons are growing stronger. Gray Wing still believes there is a way for both groups 

to live in peace, while Clear Sky insists that harsh rules and divided territories are 

the only hope for the future. What started as a misunderstanding between two 

brothers has spread far and wide--and now every mountain cat, rogue, and kittypet 

who settles in the forest will be forced to pick a side.                                                                     

 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/370361.Patrick_Ness
https://www.goodreads.com/series/83893-warriors-dawn-of-the-clans
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/27498.Erin_Hunter

