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                       FICTION 

 

Dusk          Robbie Arnott                                                             published 2024 

Dusk is a sublime novel of loss and redemption, fight and surrender.  
Robbie Arnott's prose is incandescent, his storytelling mythic and filled with a wisdom that 
extends beyond the page.  

 

The Elements #4   Air    John Boyne                                             published 2025 

Being in limbo, 30,000 feet in the air, offers time to reflect and take stock. For Aaron 
Umber, it’s an opportunity to connect with his 15-year-old son as they travel halfway 
across the world to meet a woman who isn’t expecting them. This trip could bind them 
closer together, or tear them further apart. 

 

What Kind of Paradise    Janelle Brown                                      published 2025 

Growing up in Montana in the mid-1990s, Jane knows only the world that she and her 

father live. As Jane becomes a teenager she starts pushing against the boundaries. She 

begs to accompany her father on his occasional trips away from the cabin. But when Jane 

realizes that her devotion to her father has made her an accomplice to a horrific crime, she 

flees Montana to the only place she knows to look for answers about her mysterious past. 

 

Harvill Secker Her Many Faces.   Nicci Cloke                            published 2025 

When four wealthy members are poisoned at London’s most exclusive private club, a 

young waitress is arrested. As her personal life and upbringing are picked over, her 

obsession with online conspiracy theories is exposed. After the murder accusation, five 

men begin to question how well they really knew her. To each of them, she is someone 

entirely different. But which is the true face of Katherine Cole? And is she a killer? 

 

Under the eye of the big bird    Hiromi Kawakami                      puplished 2016 

Humans are on the verge of extinction and have settled in tribes across the planet under 

the observation and care of "Mothers." Some children are made in factories; some live by 

getting nutrients from water and light. The survival of the race depends on the interbreeding 

of these and other alien beings--but it is far from certain that connection, love, reproduction, 

and evolution will persist among the inhabitants of this faltering new world. 

 

What We Can Know           Ian McEwan                                       published 2025 

2014: A poem is read aloud and never heard again. People speculate about its message, 

but no copy has yet been found. 

2119: The lowlands of the UK have been submerged by rising seas. Those who survive 

are haunted by the richness of the world that has been lost. Tom Metcalfe, a scholar at 

the University of the South Downs, part of Britain's remaining archipelagos, pores over 

the archives of the early twenty-first century. When he stumbles across a clue that may 

lead to the great lost poem.  

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7779374.Robbie_Arnott
https://www.goodreads.com/series/400261-the-elements
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7195.John_Boyne
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/970639.Janelle_Brown
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/5831695.Nicci_Cloke
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/637929.Hiromi_Kawakami
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/2408.Ian_McEwan
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                      FICTION 

 

Atmosphere : a love story  Taylor Jenkins Reid                      published 2025                                  

From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo 

comes an epic new novel set against the backdrop of the 1980s space shuttle program 

and the extraordinary lengths we go to live and love beyond our limits. 

 

The life impossible             Matt Haig                                          published 2024 

When retired Maths teacher Grace Winters is left a run-down house on a Mediterranean 

island by a long-lost friend, curiosity gets the better of her. She arrives in Ibiza with a one-

way ticket, no guidebook and no plan. Among the rugged hills and golden beaches of the 

Balearics Grace searches for answers about her friend's life, and how it ended.  

 

Only the Beautiful         Susan Meissner                                     published 2023 

California, 1938—When she loses her parents in an accident, sixteen-year-old Rosanne 

is taken in by the owners of the vineyard where she has lived her whole life as the 

vinedresser’s daughter. She moves into Celine and Truman Calvert’s spacious house with 

a secret, however—Rosie sees colors when she hears sound. 

 

Summer Suspense Mysteries #4  The Haven  L.J. Ross               published 2024 

Irish newsreader Isolde Malone has a face many would recognise; she can’t walk 
through the streets of Dublin without bumping into a horde of fans. 
Forced to take a sabbatical from her glittering career, Isolde needs a haven from ordinary 
life and the support of her only remaining family. There’s just one problem…She must 
cross the sea to Cornwall. What promised to be the perfect escape soon turns into a 
nightmare when a body washes up at the foot of the legendary castle at Tintagel, 

 

The Exquisite Art of Getting Even    Alexander McCall Smith            pub. 2222 

The characters in this delicious book are pushed to the point of no return and seek 

retribution. But how we get even is not always the best road to redemption. On the island 

of Mull, it takes an incomer to make the locals realise that they need to take matters into 

their own hands to maintain the community's reputation. 

 

Summer Suspense Mysteries #3   The Bay   L.J. Ross                published 2023 

In the seaside town of St Ives, Detective Sergeant Sophie Keane is a pillar of the 

community. But, for her, the golden sands and crystal waters hide a dark secret, one that’s 

lain buried for twenty years.  When a body turns up on the opening night of a new art 

gallery, the town is left shaken—especially Sophie, who recognises the killer’s style but 

knows that what she fears just couldn’t be possible. 

 

  

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/6572605.Taylor_Jenkins_Reid
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/76360.Matt_Haig
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/60390.Susan_Meissner
https://www.goodreads.com/series/321699-summer-suspense-mysteries
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/11900421.L_J_Ross
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4738.Alexander_McCall_Smith
https://www.goodreads.com/series/321699-summer-suspense-mysteries
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/11900421.L_J_Ross
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The Cat Who Saved Books  Sōsuke Natsukawa                       published  2017 

After the death of his grandfather, Rintaro is devastated. It seems he will have to close the 

shop. Then, a talking tabby cat called Tiger appears and asks Rintaro for help. The cat 

needs a book lover to join him on a mission. This odd couple will go on 3 magical 

adventures to save books from people who have imprisoned, mistreated and betrayed 

them. Finally, there is one last rescue that Rintaro must attempt alone . . . 

 

Summer Suspense Mysteries #2    The Creek   L.J. Ross             publisehd 2022 

Kate Irving arrives at her grandfather’s cottage at Frenchman’s Creek in the dead of night 

with her young son, deep in the heart of Cornwall, where life is slow and people generally 

mind their own business. Kate’s left the past behind and guards her privacy and her son 

fiercely. She soon learns that the past always catches up with you, in the end … 

 

 

The Midnight Library     Matt Haig                                                published 2020 

Nora's life has been going from bad to worse. Then at the stroke of midnight on her last 

day on earth she finds herself transported to a library. There she is given the chance to 

undo her regrets and try out each of the other lives she might have lived. Which raises the 

ultimate question: with infinite choices, what is the best way to live? 

 

Malabar House #1    Midnight at Malabar House  Vaseem Khan        pub.2020 

Bombay, New Year's Eve, 1949. As India celebrates the arrival of a new decade, Inspector 
Persis Wadia stands vigil in the basement of Malabar House, home to the city's most 
unwanted unit of police officers. Six months after joining the force, she remains India's first 
female police detective, mistrusted, sidelined and now consigned to the midnight shift... 

 

Thursday Murder Club #2  The Man Who Died Twice  Richard Osman pub2021 

Elizabeth has received a letter from an old colleague, a man with whom she has a long 

history. He’s made a big mistake, and he needs her help. As bodies start piling up, 

Elizabeth enlists Joyce, Ibrahim and Ron in the hunt for a ruthless murderer. 

Can The Thursday Murder Club find the killer (and the diamonds) before the killer finds 

them? 

 

I Am Ariel Sharon         Yara El-Ghadban                                       published 2018                 

Award-winning Palestinian Canadian novelist Yara El-Ghadban imagines the confrontation 

at death’s door between Ariel Sharon, the “King of Israel,” and the women closest to him 

— his mother, his wives, and the mysterious nurse Rita. Here is an extraordinary, magical, 

and impassioned story of nearly impossible empathy, the singular work of a novelist in full 

flight. 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/5593707.S_suke_Natsukawa
https://www.goodreads.com/series/321699-summer-suspense-mysteries
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/11900421.L_J_Ross
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/61414869-the-creek#CommunityReviews
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/61414869-the-creek#CommunityReviews
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/76360.Matt_Haig
https://www.goodreads.com/series/315544-malabar-house
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/13340713.Vaseem_Khan
https://www.goodreads.com/series/299267-thursday-murder-club
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/6173710.Richard_Osman
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/10769002.Yara_El_Ghadban
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 NON FICTION 

 

Mother Mary Comes to Me  Arundhati Roy                                 published 2025 

Mother Mary Comes to Me, Arundhati Roy’s first work of memoir, is a soaring account, 

both intimate and inspirational, of how the author became the person and the writer she 

is, shaped by circumstance, but above all by her complex relationship to the extraordinary, 

singular mother she describes as “my shelter and my storm.” 

 

Why We Swim              Bonnie Tsui                                            published 2020 

We swim in freezing Arctic waters and piranha-infested rivers to test our limits. We swim 

for pleasure, for exercise, for healing. But humans, unlike other animals that are drawn to 

water, are not natural-born swimmers. We must be taught. Our evolutionary ancestors 

learned for survival; now, in the twenty-first century, swimming is one of the most popular 

activities in the world. 

 

The Wiles Lectures Empires of the Mind: The Colonial Past and the Politics 
of the Present           Robert Gildea                                              published 2019 

The empires of the future would be the empires of the mind' declared Churchill in 1943, 

envisaging universal empires living in peaceful harmony. Robert Gildea exposes instead 

the brutal realities of decolonisation and neo-colonialism which have shaped the postwar 

world. Even after the rush of French and British decolonisation in the 1960s, the strings of 

economic and military power too often remained in the hands of the former colonial 

powers. 

 

 

The Normans in Sicily #1 The Normans in the South    John Julius Norwich 

published 1967                                                                                                                      It 

is the story of Robert Guiscard who was perhaps the most extraordinary European 

adventurer between Caesar and Napoleon. In one year, 1084, he had both the Eastern 

and Western Emperors retreating before him and one of the most formidable of medieval 

Popes in his power. 

 

Wild Flowers by Colour    Marjorie Blamey                                 published 1997 

By organising the species by their colour group first (and by family within that colour 

group), this guide enables those less familiar with flower taxonomy to quickly and easily 

find what they are looking for. 

 

Letter to My Daughter           Maya Angelou                                published 1987 

Dedicated to the daughter she never had Letter to My Daughter transcends genres and 

guidebook, memoir, poetry, and pure delight. “I gave birth to one child, a son, but I have 

thousands of daughters. You are Black and White, Jewish and Muslim, Asian, Spanish 

speaking, Native Americans and Aleut. You are fat and thin and pretty and plain, gay and 

straight, educated and unlettered, and I am speaking to you all. Here is my offering to 

you.”—from Letter to My Daughter 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/6134.Arundhati_Roy
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/157234.Bonnie_Tsui
https://www.goodreads.com/series/289053-the-wiles-lectures
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/261607.Robert_Gildea
https://www.goodreads.com/series/230381-the-normans-in-sicily
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4141.John_Julius_Norwich
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/507856.Marjorie_Blamey
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3503.Maya_Angelou
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                        NON FICTION 

 

If You Want to Write: A Book about Art, Independence and Spirit                  
Brenda Ueland                                                                             published 2012 

In her 93 remarkable years, Brenda Ueland published six million words. She said she 

had two rules she followed absolutely: to tell the truth, and not to do anything she didn't 

want to do. Her integrity shines throughout her best-selling classic on the process of 

writing that has already inspired thousands to find their own creative center. 

 

What to Eat When You're Pregnant: A Week-by-Week Guide to Support 
Your Health and Your Baby's Development         Nicole M. Avena                  
published 2015 

An approachable guide to what to eat--as opposed to what to avoid--while pregnant and 

nursing, to support the mother's health and the baby's development during each stage of 

pregnancy, with 50 recipes. 

 

Hegemony How-To: A Roadmap for Radicals      Jonathan Smucker                  
published 2017                                                                                                               

Drawing from personal experience, J.Smucker provides theoretical insight into the all-
too-familiar radical tendency toward self-defeating insularity and paralyzing purism. He 
offers tools to bridge the divide between anti-authoritarian values and hegemonic 
strategies, tools that might just help today’s movements to navigate their obstacles. 

 

 

YOUNG READERS 

    

    
 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/145456.Brenda_Ueland
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/6497470.Nicole_M_Avena
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/15117074.Jonathan_Smucker
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