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2026 August New Acquisitions  

                   

                    FICTION 

 

Kin   Tayari Jones                                                                    published 2026 

Vernice and Annie, two motherless daughters raised in Louisiana, have been best 

friends and neighbors since earliest childhood, but are fated to live starkly different 

lives. Raised by her aunt, Vernice leaves Atlanta at eighteen for Spelman College. 

Annie, abandoned by her dissolute mother as a child, and fixated on the idea of finding 

her, sets off on a journey that will take her into a world of peril and adversity. 

 

Transcription     Ben Lerner                                                    published 2026 

From the “most talented writer of his generation” (The New York Times), a lightning 

flash of a novel that is at once a gripping emotional drama and a brilliant examination 

of the devices, digital and literary, we use to store―or to erase―our memories. 

 

Son of nobody     Yann Martel                                                published 2026 

Homer's Iliad and Odyssey were not the only ancient tales of the Trojan War. In Son 

of Nobody, Yann Martel composes a new legend: the Psoad, an epic in free verse that 

follows a goatherd's son, Psoas of Midea, who leaves his wife and family to fight at 

Troy. Psoas meets his doom and the poem of his life is lost—until a Canadian 

academic studying at Oxford, Harlow Donne, discovers its relics thirty centuries later. 

 

This Is Where the Serpent Lives   Daniyal Mueenuddin      published 2026 

Moving from Pakistan’s sophisticated cities to its most rural farmlands, This Is Where 

the Serpent Lives captures the extraordinary proximity of extreme wealth to extreme 

poverty in a land where fate is determined by class and social station. 

 

Good People           Patmeena Sabit                                       publisehd 2026 

The Sharaf family is the picture of success. They came to this country as refugees 

and now, after years of hard work, they live in the most exclusive neighborhood.            

Zorah, the eldest daughter, is the apple of her father’s eye. 

When an unthinkable tragedy strikes, the family is thrust into the court of public 

opinion. There is talk that behind closed doors the Sharafs’ happy household was 

anything but. Did the Sharaf family achieve the American dream? Or was the image 

of the model immigrant family just a façade? 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/292970.Tayari_Jones
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/73733.Ben_Lerner
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/811.Yann_Martel
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1939643.Daniyal_Mueenuddin
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/54769242.Patmeena_Sabit
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                       FICTION 

 

The Names            Florence Knapp                                        published 2025 

In the wake of a catastrophic storm, Cora sets off with her nine-year-old daughter, 
Maia, to register her son’s birth. Her husband, Gordon, a local doctor, respected in 
the community but a terrifying and controlling presence at home, intends for her to 
name the infant after him. But when the registrar asks what she’d like to call the 
child, Cora hesitates... 

 

Gabriel Dax #2    The Predicament     William Boyd              published 2025 

Gabriel Dax, travel writer and accidental spy, is back in the shadows. Unable to 
resist the allure of his MI6 handler, Faith Green, he has returned to a life of secrets 
and subterfuge. Dax is sent to Guatemala under the guise of covering a tinderbox 
presidential election, where the ruthless decisions of the Mafia provoke pitch-black 
warfare in collusion with the CIA. 

 

Dream Count            Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie                published 2025 

Chiamaka is a Nigerian travel writer living in America. Alone in the midst of the 

pandemic, she grapples with her choices and regrets.  

Zikora, her best friend, is a lawyer who has been successful at everything until—

betrayed and brokenhearted—she must turn to the person she thought she needed 

least. Omelogor, Chiamaka’s bold, outspoken cousin, is a financial powerhouse in 

Nigeria … 

 

The True True Story of Raja the Gullible  Rabih Alameddine      pub 2025 

From the inimitable Rabih Alameddine - National Book Award finalist and winner of the 

PEN/Faulkner Award - comes a tragicomic saga set in Lebanon, a modern story of 

family, memory, and the unbreakable (and insane) attachment of a son and his mother. 

 

The Everlasting       Alix E. Harrow                                         published 2025 

Una Everlasting was Dominion’s greatest hero: the orphaned girl who became a 

knight, who died for queen and country. Centuries later, Owen Mallory―failed soldier, 

struggling scholar―falls in love with the tale of Una Everlasting. Her story takes him 

to war, to the archives―and then into the past itself. Una and Owen are tangled 

together in time, bound to retell the same story over and over again, no matter what it 

costs. 

 

 

Flesh                David Szalay                                                  published 2025 

Teenaged István lives with his mother in a quiet apartment complex in Hungary. Shy 

and new in town, he is a stranger to the social rituals practiced by his classmates and 

is soon isolated, drawn instead into a series of events that leave him forever a stranger 

to peers, his mother, and himself. In the years that follow, István is born along by the 

goodwill of strangers, charting a rocky yet upward trajectory that lands him further from 

his childhood than he could possibly have imagined. 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/17201569.Florence_Knapp
https://www.goodreads.com/series/425920-gabriel-dax
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/8170.William_Boyd
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/19992417.Chimamanda_Ngozi_Adichie
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/132761.Rabih_Alameddine
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/9823112.Alix_E_Harrow
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1360792.David_Szalay
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                       FICTION 

 

Chief Inspector Armand Gamache #20  The Black Wolf     Louise Penny               
published2025                                                                                                                                                           
Chief Inspector Armand Gamache of the Sûreté du Québec and his team uncovered 
and stopped a domestic terrorist attack in Montréal, arresting the person behind it. A 
man they called the Black Wolf. But their relief is short-lived. Gamache has realized 
that plot was just the beginning. Perhaps even a deliberate misdirection. One he fell 
into. Something deeper and darker, more damaging, is planned. Did he in fact arrest 
the Black Wolf, or are they still out there? 

 

 

The Artist       Lucy Steeds                                                  published 2025 

Provence, 1920. Ettie moves through the remote farmhouse, silently creating the 
conditions that make her uncle's artistic genius possible. Joseph, an aspiring 
journalist, has been invited to the house. He believes he'll make his name by 
interviewing the reclusive painter, the great Edouard Tartuffe. But everyone has their 
secrets. And, under the cover of darkness, Ettie has spent years cultivating hers. 
Over this sweltering summer, everyone's true colours will be revealed. Because Ettie 
is ready to be seen. Even if it means setting her world on fire. 

 

Minor Black Figures         Brandon Taylor                         published 2025 

Wyeth is a newcomer to New York, a young Black painter who is trying to find his 
place in the contemporary Manhattan art scene. He meets Keating, a white former 
priest struggling with his faith. Keating shows Wyeth how to see the world anew. 
The hot summer progresses, filled with art openings and Wyeth’s search for a long-
forgotten Black artist. But as the men grow closer, the differences between them 
become more stark, until Wyeth and Keating must decide what they are willing to 
risk – for art and for love. 

 

Private Rites        Julia Armfield                                           published 2024                                                                                                                            

It’s been raining for a long time now, so long that the land has reshaped itself and 
arcane rituals and religions are creeping back into practice. Sisters Isla, Irene, and 
Agnes have not spoken in some time when their father dies. An architect as cruel 
as he was revered, his death offers an opportunity for the sisters to come together 
in a new way. In the grand glass house they grew up in, their father’s most famous 
creation, the sisters sort through the secrets and memories he left behind, until 
their fragile bond is shattered by a revelation in his will. 

            NON FICTION 

 

This House of Grief           Helen Garner                             published 2014                                                 

On the evening of 4 September 2005, Robert Farquharson was driving his three sons 

home when his car left the road and plunged into a dam. The boys, aged ten, seven 

and two, drowned. Helen Garner  presents the theatre of the courtroom with its 

actors and audience, all gathered for the purpose of bearing witness to the truth, 

players in the extraordinary and unpredictable drama of the quest for justice. 

  
 

https://www.goodreads.com/series/42154-chief-inspector-armand-gamache
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/194243.Louise_Penny
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/50616036.Lucy_Steeds
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/19531469.Brandon_Taylor
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/18202262.Julia_Armfield
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/332165.Helen_Garner
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                  YOUNG ADULTS 

 BD                                                                                                              
Astérix #16      Asterix in Switzerland                                                                        
René Goscinny, Albert Uderzo (Illustrations)                     published 1970 

The governor of Gaul has always been a “creative” accountant. Now he’s under 

investigation by Vexatius Sinusititis—or he was, until someone poisons the 

investigator. In order to heal Vexatius, Asterix and Obelix set off to locate a special 

flower that grows only in Helvetia. 

 BD                                                                                                             
Kaiu Shirai x Posuka Demizu: Beyond The Promised Neverland                        
Kaiu Shirai, Posuka Demizu (Illustrator)                            published 2021 

From the creators of The Promised Neverland comes a collection of their best short 

stories, including a special one-shot with the key elements that would later go into 

their biggest hit and an epilogue that shows what the main characters are up to after 

the end of the manga series. 

 

 

Hazelthorn  C.G. Drews    
2025 

Evander has lived like a ghost in the 
forgotten corners of the Hazelthorn 
estate ever since he was taken in by 
his billionaire guardian, Byron 
Lennox-Hall. For his safety, 
Evander has been given three 
ironclad rules to follow…  

Young Bond SilverFin. Charlie 
Higson                2025            
Before the name became a 
legend. Meet James Bond. On 
his first day at Eton, James 
already meets his first enemy. In 
remote Loch Silverfin, a 
terrifying discovery threatens to 
unleash a new breed of warfare. 

               

 YOUNG READERS 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 

https://www.goodreads.com/series/41270-ast-rix
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1041311.Ren_Goscinny
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/26082.Albert_Uderzo
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/15560538.Kaiu_Shirai
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/15560539.Posuka_Demizu
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/17252061.C_G_Drews
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/162326.Charlie_Higson
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/162326.Charlie_Higson
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